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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Arguments 

* * 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-10 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



3. Claims 1- 7 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kondo et al. (US 6,763,522) in view of Ellis et al. (US 2005/0028208 A1 - 
hereinafter referred to as Ellis). 

Regarding claim 1, Kondo discloses a method for displaying programming information 
(displaying program guide - figures 2a-2d), comprising: 
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creating a program guide page having a plurality of icons each of which is 
assigned a command code to be transmitted by the remote control device to tune an 
intended target appliance to a channel (met by creating the EPG page for displaying on 
the screen as shown in figures 2a-2d, the EPG page having a plurality icons such as 
FOX1 , FOX2, HBO, etc. each of which is assigned a command code so that when the 
remote input device selects/highlight the icon such as minor channel, the code 
associated with selected minor channel is transmitted to processor 42 to thereby 
instruct the tuner/decoder of the system to tune to the selected channel - see col. 3, 
lines 35-48; col. 4, lines 22-30; col. 6, lines 10-23; col. 7, line 55-col. 8, line 19); 

accepting user input selecting one of the icons from a display of the EPG page 
(met by accepting user input selecting a minor channel icon such as FOX1 icon from the 
display - see include, but is not limited to, col. 7, line 55-col. 8, line 19); and 

in response to the user selecting an icon, displaying in a first window area 
information relevant to content available from a provider of content on the channel 
associated with the selected icon (met by in response to user selecting minor channel 
icon such as FOX1, displaying in area 52 information such as title, time, etc. of program 
available from a provider of content on the FOX1 associated with the selected FOX1 
channel icon - figures 2a-2c col. 6, lines 7-40). However, Kondo does not specifically 
disclose the programming information is displayed in a display of a remote control 
device by accepting user input into a remote control device, and EPG is a favorite page 
created by accepting user input. 



Application/Control Number: 10/749,089 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2623 

EJlis discloses programming information is displayed in a display of a remote 
control device by accepting user input into a remote control device (interpreted as 
program guide information is displayed in a display of a remote program guide access 
device 24, which may be a portable computer, palm top computer, handheld personal 
computer, display remote, touch screen remote, automobile PC, PDA, etc. by accepting 
user input to access program guide feature such as pressing "guide" key, favorite 
settings, theme, etc. - see include, but is not limited to, paragraphs 0072, 0092, 0103, 
0108-0112), EPG is a favorite page created by accepting user input (e.g. interpreted as . 
appropriate program guide display screen displayed on the remote program guide 
access 24 is filtered according to user preference profiles and/or based on user 
selection of the particular icon - see include, but is not limited to, paragraphs 0108- 
0112, 0126, figures 7-8, 10) . Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Kondo to use the teaching 
as taught by Ellis in order to allow user remotely access important features of the user's 
in-home program guide from a remote location (see paragraphs 0009-0010, 0015 - 
0019) thereby improve conveniences for user. 

Regarding claim 2, Kondo in view of Ellis teaches a method as discussed in the 
rejection of claim 1 . Kondo further discloses the information displayed in the first window 
area is relevant to content currently being presented by the provider of content on the 
channel associated with the selected icon (e.g. drop down panel 52 provides event 
information such as program title, contextual information, etc. of the currently 
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broadcasting program for the current minor channel 54 that is associated with the 
selected minor channel icon 54 - col. 7, lines 20-30). 

Regarding claim 3, Kondo in view of Ellis teaches a method as discussed in the 
rejection of claim 1 . Kondo further discloses the information displayed in the first window 
area is relevant to content to be presented in the future by the provider of content on the 
channel associated with the selected icon (e.g. met by event information displayed in 
the drop down panel 52 such as program title, contextual information, or time of 
program to be presented in the future (e.g. program will be presented at 8:00 pm while 
the currently time on panel 60 is 7:12 pm) by the provider of the content on channel 
FOX-1 associated with the selected FOX-1 icon 54- figure 2a, col. 6, lines 10-22). 

Regarding claim 4, Kondo in view of Ellis teaches a method as discussed in the 
rejection of claim 2. Kondo further discloses displaying in a second window area, in 
response to the user selecting the icon, information relevant to content to be presented 
in the future by the provider of content on the channel associated with the selected icon 
(displaying in future event information panel 65 or 142, in response to use selecting the 
icon (e.g. FOX-1 channel icon 54), program title, contextual information, time, etc. that 
relevant to content to be presented in the future (start at 9:00 pm, start at 10:00 pm, 
etc.) by the provider of content on channel FOX-1 associated with the selected channel 
icon 54 - see figures 2C-2D, col. 7, lines 5-30). 
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Regarding claim 5, Kondo in view of Ellis teaches a method as discussed in any one of 
the rejection of claims 1-4. Kondo further discloses in response to the user selecting the 
icon, the mote control device to transmit the command to tune the intended target 
appliance to the channel associated with the selected icon (interpreted as in response 
to user selecting of channel icon (e.g., FOX-1 icon 154) using the remote keypad or 
remote input device, a command is inherently sent from the remote input device to the 
processor for instruction the tuner/decoder to tune to FOX-1 channel associated with 
the selected FOX-1 channel icon 54 - see include, but is not limited to, figures 1-2D, 
col. 7, line 55-col. 8, line 45). 

Regarding claim 6, Kondo in view of Ellis teaches a method as discussed in the 
rejection of claim 4. Kondo further discloses the event information panel 52 and further 
event information panel 65 or 142 are associated with a same page that contain the 
selected channel icon 54 (figures 2A-2C). Ellis discloses favorite page as discussed in 
the rejection of claim 1. Ellis also discloses the program guide display screen comprises 
information relevant to content to be presented in different times (e.g. 8:00, 10:00, 
1 1 :00, and so on in different areas of the program guide screen - see include, but is not 
limited to, figures 7-8,10-1 1). Therefore, Kondo in view of Ellis teaches the first window 
area and the second window area are displayed in the display of the remote control 
device simultaneously with the favorite page. 
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Regarding claim 7, Kondo in view of Ellis teaches a method as discussed in the 
rejection of any one of claim 1-3. Kondo further discloses the user selecting of a 
program event by moving the cursor (col. 6, lines 7-30, col. 7, line 55-col. 8, line 10); the 
contents of the event information panel will change in accordance with the presently 
selected program event (col. 6, lines 20-22) and the event information panel 52 may 
dynamically vary in size in accordance with the amount of contextual information 62 
display (col. 6, lines 30-32). Kondo also discloses the drop down event information 
panel 52. The contents of the event information panel is determined by the minor 
channel 54 presently highlighted by cursor 55 by user selecting using remote input 
device (col. 6, line 55-col. 7, line 3). Thus, Kondo discloses accepting user input (using 
remote control to select minor channel) for expanding and contracting the first window 
area (for example, if the user highlights a program event which has large contextual 
information and the event information panel accommodates all of the contextual 
information, the event information panel 52 is expanded, if the user highlights a program 
event which has short contextual information, or no new minor channel/program event is 
selected, the event information panel 52 is contracted or disappear). 

Regarding claim 9, Kondo in view of Ellis teaches a method as discussed in the 
rejection of claim 4. Kondo further discloses the user selecting of a program event by 
moving the cursor (col. 6, lines 7-30, col. 7, line 55-col. 8, line 10); the contents of the 
event information panel will change in accordance with the presently selected program 
event (col. 6, lines 20-22) and the event information panel 52 may dynamically vary in 



Application/Control Number: 10/749,089 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2623 

size in accordance with the amount of contextual information 62 display (col. 6, lines 30- 
32). Kondo also discloses the drop down event information panel 52. The contents of 
the event information panel is determined by the minor channel 54 presently highlighted 
by cursor 55 by user selecting using remote input device (col. 6, line 55-col. 7, line 3). 
Thus, Kondo discloses accepting user input (using remote control to select minor 
channel) for expanding and contracting the first window area (for example, if the user 
highlights a program event which has large contextual information and the event 
information panel accommodates all of the contextual information, the event information 
panel 52 is expanded, if the user highlights a program event which has short contextual 
information, or no new minor channel/program event is selected, the event information 
panel 52 is contracted or disappear). 

In addition, Kondo also discloses event information panel may dynamically vary 
in size in accordance with the amount of contextual information displayed (col. 6, lines 
30-32); the future event information panel 65 display future contextual information 66 for 
the presently selected future event program (col. 7, lines 4-30). Kondo also discloses 
the size of the future event information panel 65 and 142 is different (figures 2C, 2D). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that the second window area 
(e.g. future event information panel) is expanded and contracted in response to 
accepting user input in order to accommodate the information displayed on the window 
area, or to improve efficiency in screen utilization for display information and allow user 
to navigate and locate desired program easily. 
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4. Claims 8 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kondo et al. in view of Ellis as applied to claim 7 or 9 above, and further in view of Ellis 
et al. (US 2003/0 149988-hereinafter referred to as E988). 

Regarding claim 8, Kondo in view of Ellis teaches a method as discussed in the 
rejection of claim 7. Kondo further discloses drop down event information panel 52 
(figures 2C, 2D, col. 6, lines 55-56). However, Kondo in view of Ellis does not 
specifically disclose allowing overlay and display, respectively, of a user interface page 
having command function keys. 

E988 discloses expansion and contraction of the first window area allows overlay and 
display, respectively, of a user interface page having command function keys 
(interpreted as expansion of window area 1331, window area 1339, window area 1347, 
window area 370, or window area 380, in response to user selecting of an icon on the 
program guide such as icon associated with currently broadcast program (program 
being watched) allows the window area 1331 , 1339, or 1347 overlay program guide, 
and contraction of the window area in response to user selection "No" or "Cancel" on 
the window allows display of the program guide; wherein the program guide has 
command functions keys such as channel keys, program title keys that is when 
selected, command the system to perform associated function - see include, but is not 
limited to, figures 14b, 14d, 14e, 15a-16, paragraphs 0134-0138). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
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to modify Kondo in view of Ellis to use the teaching of allowing overlay and display of a 
user interface page having command function keys as taught by E988 in order to 
improve efficiency of screen utilization, to sufficiently accommodate information on the 
display that allow user to view the information easily. 

Regarding claim 10, Kondo in view of Ellis teaches a method as discussed in the 
rejection of claim 4. Kondo additionally discloses expansion and contraction of the first 
area and it is obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that the second window area is 
expanded and contracted in response to accepting user input as discussed in the 
rejection of claim 9. Kondo further discloses drop down event information panel 52 
(figures 2C, 2D, col. 6, lines 55-56). However, Kondo does not specifically disclose 
expansion and contraction of the first and second window areas allows overlay and 
display, respectively, of a user interface page having command function keys. 

E988 discloses expansion and contraction of the first window area allows overlay and 
display, respectively, of a user interface page having command function keys 
(interpreted as expansion of window area 1 331 , window area 1 339, window area 1 347, 
window area 370, or window area 380, in response to user selecting of an icon on the 
program guide such as icon associated with currently broadcast program (program 
being watched) allows the window area 1331, 1339, or 1347 overlay program guide, 
and contraction of the window area in response to user selection "No" or "Cancel" on 
the window allows display of the program guide; wherein the program guide has 
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command functions keys such as channel keys, program title keys that is when 
selected, command the system to perform associated function - see include, but is not 
limited to, figures 14b, 14d, 14e, 15a-16, paragraphs 0134-0138). Ellis also discloses 
the information displayed on the window area is associated with the selected icon on 
the program guide listing, the program guide listing also comprises icons associated 
with currently broadcast program and icons associated with future broadcast programs 
(see include, but is not limited to, figures 11b, 14b, 15a-15b, paragraph 0134). Thus, 
when user select icon associated with future broadcast program (e.g. Air Force One 
scheduled to be broadcast on Tues at 10:30A), the information associated with the 
selected icon is displayed on the display window area (e.g. window area 380) overlay 
the program guide listing (figure 15b), if the user select "No" or "cancel", the program 
guide will display (figures 15a-15b). Thus, the feature of "expansion and contraction of 
the second window area allows overlay and display, respectively of a user interface 
page having command function keys" is interpreted as expansion display window area 
(for example, to window area 370 or 380 - figures 15a-1 5b) for display information 
overlay the program guide listings, in response to user selecting of an icon associated 
with future program, and contraction of the window area to display the program guide 
listings in response to user selecting of "NO" or "Cancel" icon, wherein the program 
guide listings has a plurality of command function keys such as channel icons, program 
title icons. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Kondo in view of Ellis to use the teaching as 
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taught by E988 in order to improve efficiency of screen utilization, to sufficiently 
accommodate information on the display that allow user to view the information easily. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Allport (6,104,334) discloses portable Internet enabled controller and information 
browser and information browser for consumer devices. 

Darbee et al. (US 6,130,726) discloses program guide on a remote control 
display. 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Son P. Huynh whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7295. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 - 6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher S. Kelley can be reached on 571-272-7331. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Son P. Huynh January 21/2007 
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